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A Little FHWA History
Office of Road Inquiry (1893 – 1898)
Office of Public Road Inquiries (1899 – (1905)
Office of Public Roads (1905 – 1915)
Office of Public and Rural Engineering (1915 
– 1918)
Bureau of Public Roads (1918 – 1939)
Public Roads Administration (1939 – 1949)
Bureau of Public Roads (1949 – 1967)
Federal Highway Administration (April 1, 1967 
– Present)



Significant Federal Highway 
Legislation

Key Highway Laws: 
1916 Act:Basic Fed-State format we have today
1944 Act: Identified the Interstate
1956 Act: Trust Fund Established
1973 : Funding categories established
ISTEA : Change in FHWA program direction
TEA-21: More $$$, earmarks
SAFETEA-LU:  Current Law – More $$$
New Legislation Needed In 2009



Laws and Regulation Overview
Title 23 US Code (23USC)
23 Code of Federal Regulations (23CFR)
NEPA, CAA, …
OSHA, ADA,…
Other Applicable Federal Laws and 
Regulations
FHWA’s Directives & Policy
State Laws and Regulations



The FHWA

Federal-aid Division Offices
Federal Lands Highway Offices



Field Offices – Federal Lands



Federal Lands Highway Offices
Administer the Federal Lands Program 
which includes forest highways, park 
roads and parklands, public lands, 
refuge roads and Indian reservation 
roads.
Offices located in Sterling, Virginia, 
Lakewood, Colorado and Vancouver, 
Washington.



Field Offices - Federal-aid



Federal-aid Division Offices
Front line office in the delivery of the Federal-
aid highway program providing guidance and 
technical assistance regarding Federal 
transportation programs to State, local, and 
other Federal agencies.
There are 52 operating division offices with 
one office in each state and the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico.  Offices are 
located in the same city as the state 
departments of transportation which is 
usually the state capital.
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FHWA’s Role
Leaders for National Mobility

Provide leadership in defining a future 
transportation system
Advocate highway system excellence
Lead the formulation of national program 
policy and content
Develop perspective and expertise to support 
and measure system performance



FHWA’s Role
Stewards for National Highway Programs

“Raising the bar” on performance of the 
highway and transportation system
Ensure financial accountability
Anticipate and meet national security needs
Deliver Federal-aid and Federal Lands 
Programs



FHWA’s Vision

Improving Transportation for a 
Strong America

Facilitators of Transportation Solutions
Think Beyond Highways
Multi-modal Collaboration



FHWA’s Mission
Enhancing Mobility Through Innovation, 
Leadership, and Public Service

Mobility encompasses all of FHWA’s 
goals
Public Service includes:

Stewardship
Accountability for Public Funds
Listening to the Public and our Partners



FHWA’s Strategic Goals
Safety
Mobility and Productivity
Global Connectivity
Environment
National Homeland Security
Organizational Excellence



Stewardship

•Program Administration
•Technology deployment
•Technical assistance
•Strategic initiatives
•Oversight

•Planning and Research
•Project Development
•Project Delivery
•Maintenance/operation



Program In Brief
Federal-aid Highway - generally all 
routes except rural minor collectors or 
local roads (As defined by regulation).
National Highway System - Interstate 
and a number of designated principal 
urban and rural arterials.



The Major Funding Categories

National Highway System (NHS)

Interstate Maintenance (IM)

Surface Transportation Program (STP)

Highway Bridge Replacement and 
Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP)



Major Funding Categories 
Continued

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program (CMAQ)

Federal Lands Highways Program 
IRR Funds

High Priority Projects Program

Emergency Relief Program (ER)



Civil Rights
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964:
“No person in the United States shall, 

on the ground of race, color or national 
origin be excluded from participation in, 

be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal 

financial assistance.“



The Reason For FHWA Involvement 
in the Tribal Partnerships

Ensure that Tribal Governments understand 
the transportation planning process and it’s 
importance.
Ensure that Tribal Governments understand 
how transportation projects are funded and 
the role of transportation planning in the 
funding process.
Ensure that Tribal Governments understand 
the various funding options which are 
available to them.
Ensure that Tribal Governments understand 
how to access available transportation funds.



Highway Safety Facts
Approximately 42,500 fatalities each year.

Same as one 747 aircraft crashing every 3 days.
Approximately 3 million injuries yearly
Approximately 1 road departure every 21 
minutes.
Approximately 1 intersection fatality every 
hour.
Approximately 1 pedestrian fatality every 2 
hours.



Web Site

www.fhwa.dot.gov



Questions?

Discussion!


